
 
Section III – Page 1 
CLTHA BOARD APPROVED:   04/17/2023 
SUPERCEDES: 04/28/2014 
8 CLTHA Rules  2023.docx 
 
 

CRYSTAL LAKE TOWNHOME ASSOCIATION 

ASSOCIATION RULES 
 

General Rules: 

The common property of Crystal Lake Townhomes is managed and maintained by the Association 

through its Board of Directors.  It is the responsibility of the Board to preserve and to enhance the 

appearance of the community.  Therefore, your complete and undivided cooperation and compliance with 

the following rules is required and expected.  Failure to abide the Crystal Lake Townhome Association 

Rules may subject the homeowner to a fine as determined by the Board of Directors. 

➢ Residents/Owners are personally responsible for any damage to the buildings or common areas 

caused by any resident/owner or their guests. 

➢ Residents/Owners are to leave all areas and facilities used in a clean and orderly condition, such 

as the common grounds, guest parking, etc. 

➢ Personal property shall not be left unattended in any common areas. 

➢ For the safety of all residents, please limit driving speeds through the complex to fifteen (15) 

miles per hour. 

➢ Before leaving, seasonal residents, e.g., “Snowbirds” must ensure that they will be in compliance 

with the date restrictions for outside and holiday decorations. Also, both interior and exterior water 

must be shut off. 

➢ All homeowners must ensure that exterior water is shut off for the cold weather season. 

Pets: 

Subject to the limitations below dogs, cats, fish, birds are permitted.  All other animals are prohibited. 

Unless prior, written permission is granted by the Board, residents/owners shall be permitted to have no 

more than one (1) dog and one (1) cat, or two (2) cats per unit provided that no animal shall weigh more 

than twenty-five (25) pounds.  Small birds and fish shall also be allowed.  All pets are to be housed and 

maintained within the resident/owner’s home except when under the direct control of the owner. 

Those residents/owners with pets shall be responsible for caring for their pets in such a way as to keep 

them from becoming a nuisance to other residents/owners.  Dog barking on the property is to be strictly 

controlled by the dog’s owner. 

Pets shall be on a leash with their owner at all times when they are outside their owner’s home.  

Tethering or leashing of pets to a bush, tree, gas pipe, ground stake or building structure, etc. is not 

permitted. 

Pet owners shall be responsible for cleaning up after their pets every time the pets are outside of the 

owner’s home.  Failure to promptly clean up after a pet will subject the pet’s owner to an assessment from 

the Association for the cost of such cleanup.  Pet owners are responsible for reimbursing the Association 
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and other offended parties for damage to landscaping and/or buildings caused by their pet(s). To the 

extent the backyard is accessible, it is requested that those owners with a dog use the backyard areas for 

relieving the pet.  Pet owners are responsible for damage to the lawn and will be assessed each year for 

the cost of any repairs made by the Association.  Pet owners must not use the golf course for relieving 

their pets. 

Pets must be quartered inside the owner’s home.  Other quarters such as dog runs or dog houses outside 

the home are prohibited. 

Outside Parking: 

Inoperable vehicles may not be parked or stored on driveways or anywhere on Association property. 

Resident parking is limited to garages and driveways only.  Residents/owners may not park their vehicles 

in the guest parking facilities or along the curb.  When unattended or “parked,” residents/owners are 

requested to park their vehicles inside their garages at all times. 

Guests of the resident/owner, visiting for less than 15 days in any 30 day period, may park their vehicles 

on the driveways of the unit or in the guest parking areas.  Long-term guests, i.e., in excess of 15-days in 

any 30-day period, may not park their vehicles in the guest parking areas, but must use either the owner’s 

garage or driveway. 

Parking is prohibited in front of driveways and fire lanes.  “No Parking” signs are located on the same side 

of the street as the fire hydrants to provide access for fire and other emergency vehicles.  Without prior 

notice, the City of Lakeville may take action against any offender. 

On street parking or in driveway parking for the purpose of loading and unloading of commercial vehicles, 

moving vans and recreational vehicles owned by or under the control of residents/owners, is permitted 

during daylight hours only, provided that the vehicles do not interfere with the safe flow of residential 

traffic or access by emergency vehicles.  

Commercial vehicles with a gross vehicle weight of 8,000 lbs. or more, owned or under the control of a 

resident/owner, boats and/or recreational equipment of any kind, including, and without limitation, 

tractors, tractor trailers, other trailers of all types, recreational vehicles, motor homes, trucks other than 

pick-up trucks, commercial/ non-passenger vans, buses, bicycles, motorcycles, motorbikes, motor 

scooters, boats, all terrain vehicles, snowmobiles, are not allowed to be parked or stored in driveways, in 

the street, or in the designated guest parking areas at any time. 

Do not park in front of mail and newspaper boxes. Homeowners should remind and make sure that their 

contractors or delivery companies do not block the mail and newspaper boxes. 

The Board retains the authority to have vehicles or recreational equipment/vehicles, which are not in 

compliance, removed or towed at the owner’s expense. 

 Barbecue Grills, Fire Rings, Chimineas, Deck/Patio Heaters, etc. 
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At no risk to the Association, the use of L.P. gas grills is permitted on the decks, patios and driveways; 

any use inside a garage is a fire hazard and is prohibited.  Charcoal or wood burning grills are not 

permitted on the wooden decks.  Grills must be at least five (5) feet from any portion of the building.  Heat 

generated from these grills can cause vinyl siding damage.  Repair of damaged siding caused by grills 

will be at the homeowner’s expense. 

Fire rings, fire pits, chimineas, and deck/patio heaters are not permitted. 

Hazardous Materials: 

Residents/owners are prohibited from using or storing any of the following items in the garages: 

➢ Flammable materials and liquids, except in government approved containers. 

➢ Combustible or explosive materials 

➢ Materials identified with hazardous labels 

➢ Compressed gasses (except L.P. gas for gas grills). 

Garages: 

Garages shall not be converted to other uses or used for storage or other purposes which would prevent 

the parking of two motor vehicles in a garage.  Garages are to be used for the purpose of parking 

resident/owner’s vehicles.  Minor maintenance and repair of vehicles may be undertaken inside the 

garage if they are not of a potentially dangerous nature and are not a disturbance to neighbors 

Garage doors shall be kept closed except when entering, exiting or when working in the area, but may be 

left partially open, no more than 12 inches to allow for venting of heat build-up or to allow for the 

evaporation of moisture. 

Holiday Decorations: 

Holiday decorations are not permitted prior to October 1st or after February 15th.  Wreaths, swags, 

ribbons, and garland may be secured around light fixtures or hung on the front door, using an over-the-

door hook, or removable adhesive hook.  Wreaths (with or without lighting) may also be hung over the 

garage door.  Nails, hooks or fasteners that leave a permanent mark may not be used to secure 

decorations.  However, a hanger may be imbedded in the wood trim above the garage door window to 

suspend a wreath.  All holiday decorations, including tree-tips and planters, must be removed by 

February 15th. 

Holiday Lighting: 

Holiday lighting is not permitted prior to October 1st or after February 15th.   Holiday lighting may be 

attached to trees, shrubbery, rain gutters and above garage doors.  Nails, hooks or fasteners that leave a 

permanent mark may not be used to secure outdoor lighting.  No lights may be attached to the structure 

except for your deck.  Holiday lighting must be turned off and removed by February 15th. 

Security Lights: 
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Security lights are permitted in the back of homes but must be a replacement for existing deck or patio 

lights.  A homeowner must first submit an Architectural Alteration form to the Board for approval before 

installing any security lights.  

Outdoor Lighting: 

All permanent outdoor lighting must be shown on landscape plans and approved by the Board.  At no risk 

to the Association, small landscape lighting which is powered either by battery or solar energy is 

permitted within the landscape rock areas of a homeowner’s unit.  Homeowners shall use discretion and 

not be excessive in the use of such lighting so as to keep within the accepted norms of the Association.  

Such outdoor lighting found to be excessive, at the sole discretion of the Board, must be removed upon 

request from the Board. 

Staff/Shepherd Hooks: 

A maximum of two single or double staff/shepherd hooks “Street-side” (any portion of the home that 

can be seen from the street) are allowed in the landscape rock areas.  Flower containers, holiday 

decorations, bird feeders or bird houses may be suspended from the staff/shepherd hook.  

.Flowers, Shrubs Plants and Outdoor Decorations: 

With the exception of Holiday Decorations, floral and non-floral yard decorations and ornamentals shall 

be permitted only April 15 thru November 1.  Outside of these dates, all planters/containers, shepherd 

hooks, ornamentals, floral and non-floral decorations must be removed and stored inside. 

Under no circumstances should a homeowner remove, modify, or trim any existing flowers, plants, 

shrubs, trees, etc.  Under no circumstances should a homeowner plant any new flowers, plants, shrubs, 

trees, etc.  Instead, homeowners should contact the Management Company who will then refer the 

request to the Board. 

At no risk to the Association or its contractors, plants in containers may only be kept under the garage 

lights, deck, patio, cement porch, or landscape rock areas.  Do not plant or place anything into the soil or 

rock beds.  Hanging baskets may be suspended from decks.  Nothing shall be suspended from garage 

lights, gutters or soffits. Deck rail plant boxes are permitted.   

Potted climbing or vine plants attached to the structure of any unit (such as ivy or morning glory) are not 

permitted. 

Nothing shall be placed near the mailboxes. 

“Street-side” the combined height of any planter/container and plants shall not exceed the distance 

between the ground and the bottom of the garage lights and can only be located in the landscape rock 

areas, under garage lights, or on the front stoop.   

“Street-side,” a total of two (2) small statues or other non-floral ornamentals not to exceed 24 inches in 

height or width are permitted, but only in the landscape rock areas, under garage lights, or on the front 

stoop. 



 
Section III – Page 5 
CLTHA BOARD APPROVED:   04/17/2023 
SUPERCEDES: 04/28/2014 
8 CLTHA Rules  2023.docx 
 
 

Front door decorations are permitted. 

Seating Benches 

A stationary decorative seating bench may be placed in the landscape rock areas.  Canopied, sliding or 

rocking benches are not permitted “Street-side”.   

Street-side Limitations: 

The combined total of “Street-side” benches, planters/containers (including those on single or multiple 

shepherd hooks), ornamentals, statues, bird feeders, bird houses shall not exceed 5. 

“Non-Street-side” (decks, patios and rear-facing landscape rocked areas) 

Potted flowers/plants, small statues and ornamentals may be placed on decks, cement patio, or rear-

facing landscape rock.  Hanging baskets may be suspended from your deck.  Deck rail plant boxes are 

permitted on decks.  Homeowners shall use discretion and not be excessive in the use of such 

decorations so as to keep within the accepted norms of the Association (using the “Street-side” criteria 

as a guide).  Such outdoor decorations found to be excessive, at the sole discretion of the Board, must be 

removed upon request from the Board.  Again, under no circumstances should a homeowner remove, 

modify, or trim any existing flowers, plants, shrubs, trees, etc.  Under no circumstances should a 

homeowner plant any new flowers, plants, shrubs, trees, etc.  Instead, homeowners should contact the 

Management Company who will then refer the request to the Board. 

Flags: 

Seasonal, small, stand-alone, decorative garden-type flags are permitted “Street-side,” but only in the 

landscape rock areas.  One reasonably sized U.S. Flag may be displayed “Street-side,” however, prior 

approval of the mounting bracket and location is required from the Board.  Flagpoles may only be located 

on your deck and may not extend above the fascia portion of your home.   

Bird Feeders/Bird Houses/Bird Baths: 

At no risk to the Association a small bird feeder or bird house may be placed on your deck, patio or on a 

staff hook located in the landscape rock of your home, but never in or on other Association maintained 

property.  Small bird houses may be placed in the trees with a limit of not more than one birdhouse per 

tree.  Bird feeders are not permitted in trees.  One birdbath may be placed on the front stoop, under a 

garage light or in the landscape stone areas around the home. The Association shall not be responsible 

for any rodents, insects or vermin which may damage or enter the home as a result of bird feeders or bird 

houses.  Homeowners are responsible for keeping the area under and around feeders and/or birdbaths 

clean and weed free. 

Wind Chimes/Wind Socks/Windmills: 

Only one windsock per unit is allowed on your deck or patio area only and should never be hung in trees 

or suspended from soffits, fascia, siding, etc.   
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Wind chimes are not permitted. Windmills, ornamental or otherwise, are not permitted. 

Leasing: 

The leasing or time sharing of any unit or portion thereof is not permitted.  Leasing is defined as:  “a 

contract, agreement or arrangement, oral or written, and with or without consideration, by which a Unit 

Owner conveys to another person or entity, exclusive possession or use of his or her Unit, or any portion 

thereof, for a specified period or for a period terminable at will.” (Amended Declaration:  Section 1, 

Definitions) 

Clothes Lines: 

No exterior clothesline, rack, or other device or apparatus for drying or hanging clothing or other laundry 

may be constructed, erected, installed, placed or used on any unit at any time. Do not drape clothing or 

other items on your deck railing. 

Signs: 

No sign of any kind shall be displayed to the public view on any unit except one step-in or A-frame sign 

no larger than 6 square feet in area, advertising the unit for sale.  In addition, one similarly sized sign 

advertising the unit for sale may be securely placed on or attached to the deck rail of a unit.  Use of 4x4 

posts or any other similar wood, metal or plastic post is prohibited. 

Garage sale signs may be displayed on Association property during the event but are subject to the same 

restrictions as “for-sale” signs. 

Other signs are not permitted. 

Outdoor Storage: 

Patios and decks may not be used as storage areas. Outdoor barbecues, chairs, tables, etc. may be 

covered and stored during the winter.  Bicycles, lumber, wheel barrels, landscape tools, canoes, etc., 

must be kept inside the garages or inside storage. 

Hoses should be neatly coiled on rock areas or portable hose reels when not in use.  Hose reels mounted 

to siding or the foundations are not allowed. 


